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Introduction   tucn 
 

Principal’s Remarks 
 
 
August 2010 
Av 5770 
 
Dear Parents,    
 
Welcome to a new school year‐ a beginning filled with excitement and great expectations. 
          
We all share in the goal of raising happy and resilient children, who are appreciative of what they have. 
 
         
 We’d like to share two articles that we found particularly inspiring, and quite relevant to this year’s theme of 
“Gratitude.”  
 
http://www.more4kids.info/184/teaching-gratitude/  
  
 http://www.jewishworldreview.com/wein/wein_gratitude.php3 

 
 It’s especially  interesting  that,  “…recent studies show that grateful people are happier, more resilient, and 
less depressed. They also have higher self‐esteem and better relationships.” What more do any of us want for 
our children!            
 
What a wonderful message to ourselves and to our children. 
          
 We value our partnership with you in reaching and teaching our children, and we look forward to a year in 
which the words of our tradition truly resonate: 
       “Who is rich? Whoever is happy, and grateful, for what they have?” 
 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Mrs. Nina Wand 
Lower School Principal 
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Mission Statement 
 

Overview 
Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community School is a Jewish, co-educational college preparatory school; its purpose is to 
educate Jewish students from preschool through high school. The student body is diverse, including families with 
varying religious, economic, and social backgrounds. Since its inception, Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community School has 
been unique in philosophy and curriculum, stressing the values and traditions of our rich Judaic heritage and 
American democratic ideals, while preparing students to meet the challenges of contemporary society.  
   

Shaping the next generation 
Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community School is committed to a modern approach to traditional Judaism and welcomes 
children from a broad range of backgrounds and beliefs, recognizing and respecting the spiritual dignity of those 
beliefs. Emphasis is placed on Torah, the love of G-d and love of humanity in an atmosphere that encourages social 
consciousness, community leadership, and a commitment to the highest standards of ethical behavior. Beth Tfiloh 
Dahan's responsibility to the Jewish community is to educate generations of American Jews who are committed to 
Jewish practices and beliefs, knowledgeable about their heritage, and devoted to the Jewish community and the 
State of Israel.  
   

A commitment to academic excellence 
We strive to combine the best secular and Judaic education possible in a quality program which develops each 
individual's intellectual capabilities. There is an emphasis within the curriculum on skill development, content 
mastery, critical thinking, fostering creativity, acquiring self-knowledge, encouraging good interpersonal 
relationships, and developing independence within an environment that is nurturing and supportive. The school 
offers a balanced education, including an emphasis on Judaic Studies and Hebrew language, providing each student 
with the fundamental skills essential to future learning. It is the goal of the school to develop in each child a love of 
learning. The school provides opportunities to grow as an individual, to reach one's full potential, and to interact 
effectively with peers. To this end, a comprehensive arts program and athletics program are integrated into the 
school day, with technology supporting and underpinning the academic offerings. 
   

Focusing on the individual 
At Beth Tfiloh Dahan, the needs of the individual are paramount. The school recognizes differences in learning 
styles and has an academic support program and a program of social and emotional support in place in every 
division, thus meeting individual needs. A faculty of trained and caring professionals is available to see to the 
personal concerns and general growth and development of each student. Small class size allows for honors, 
standard, and special needs groupings, and a variety of electives in both Jewish and General Studies helps to tailor 
the educational program to the needs and interests of each student. 
   

Commitment to the State of Israel 
Beth Tfiloh Dahan recognizes and affirms that the creation of the State of Israel is one of the seminal events in 
Jewish history. Recognizing the significance of the State and its national institutions, we seek to instill in our 
students an attachment to the State of Israel and its people, as well as a sense of responsibility for their welfare. 
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Derech Eretz 

    vru,k vnse .rt lrs 
Proper conduct is the foundation of Torah. 

--  d:y vcr trehu  Vayikra Rabba 9:3 

 
Beth Tfiloh is committed to instilling moral values and good character in our student body. With this in mind, 
students will learn the meaning of “Derech Eretz,” an expression that implies respect, kindness, and honor for 
others around us. The expectation is that students will treat each other, teachers, and parents with respect and 
civility. Students of all ages, along with their teachers, will generate Derech Eretz guidelines in their classrooms 
early in the year. 
 

Derech Eretz includes proper language in speaking about others as well as self respect.  Since children usually 
model their parents’ behavior, parents can reinforce good manners by making a conscious effort to talk about how 
we relate to others; creating a list of behaviors that reflect those values; and behaving in a way that we want our 
children to emulate. Sending a strong message of how important these attitudes and behaviors are will reinforce 
Derech Eretz in the home, and by extension, to other areas in our children’s lives. 
 

Bullying and Harassment 
 

As a community it is incumbent upon each of us to protect the dignity of each of our members. Therefore any 
allegations of bullying or harassment, be they verbal, physical, electronic, emotional, or sexual, whether as a result 
of an incident in school and during school hours, or as a result of an incident that involves a Beth Tfiloh student 
outside of school, is a concern to the school community and will be addressed by the administration pursuant to the 
guidelines set forth in our school's Bullying Protocol, which provides a means of intervening and responding to 
incidents of alleged bullying.  Ensuring the safety and well being of the children in our school community is the 
highest priority of the school.  Every possible step will be taken to see to it that each child feels safe and secure in 
our educational setting. 
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Parent/School Communication         ,ruae, 
 

The following steps are taken to keep parents aware of their child's progress: 
♦ Report cards are distributed during the school year. 
♦ Parent-teacher conferences are held. 
♦ If there are specific problems or concerns, you will be contacted by your child's teacher. 
♦ One of the most important components of our children's success is communication between school and 

parents. If you have a question or concern, discuss it first with your child's teacher. Don't wait until a 
small problem becomes a big one to discuss it. 

 

We provide these steps to allow for a give-and-take between parents and the school. If the necessity arises, the 
principal and staff are always willing to meet with any parents. 
 

In order to provide the best possible care for your child, there may be times when it is appropriate for teachers to 
share emails with administrators. 
 

Email and Voice Mail 
 

Email and voice mail provide excellent ways to communicate with teachers. 
 

All emails and voice mails will be returned within a 24 hr. period (exclusive of weekends and vacations). 

 
School Publications 
  

♦ Hashavuah – A weekly bulletin with announcements and Divrei Torah distributed to Lower School parents 
through their children each Friday. 

♦ Etone – A bi-weekly update sent via email with pictures, news, announcements and Divrei Torah. 
♦ The Beth Tfiloh Dahan Lower School Web Portal – www.bethtfiloh.com - an excellent source of 

news, calendars, announcements, and pictures from our Lower School. 
♦ Ganaynu – A bi-weekly newsletter distributed to Kindergarten parents.    
♦ Student Directory – Published annually by the PA and distributed to each family. 
♦ Lower School Parent Handbook – Published annually by the administration and emailed to parents with 

the online Back-to-School Packet at the beginning of August. 
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Website 
 

The Beth Tfiloh Lower School web portal provides access to announcements, news, events, flyers, forms and other 
resources specifically for Lower School parents.  The Lower School Portal is a secure, private page which requires 
a login name and password. Parents may log in by going to www.BethTfiloh.com and clicking on the “MyBT 
Login” link OR by going directly to www.BethTfiloh.com/MyBT. Once you have successfully logged in, click on 
“Portal Views” and select “Lower School”. 

In addition to the wealth of information available on our Lower School Portal, the Beth Tfiloh website includes the 
following helpful resources located on the gold left-hand menu bar: 

MY PROFILE – please make sure your personal information is up to date. The e-mail address entered in your 
profile (under Internet Information) is used for all school e-mail communication. 

CALENDAR – access customizable school and synagogue calendar with a choice of Views and a variety of 
formats 

DIRECTORY – a searchable directory of Beth Tfiloh students, parents, faculty & alumni 

GROUPS - direct links to your child’s class page(s), team pages (for Middle/High School), and other group pages. 

ASSIGNMENTS – a listing of homework assignments for Middle and High School students 

REPORTS – access a selection of useful User Management reports, including a Parent Student Handbook, Grade 
List, Zip Code List, as well as Athletic reports with complete schedules, directions and coach information. 

Our website also includes an Information Hotline located at the top of the page at www.BethTfiloh.com/MyBT, 
which includes school closings for inclement weather and other timely messages. 

For login questions, use the Login Help link or contact Charlene Schimberg at 410-413-2217. For other questions 
about our school website, contact Joan Feldman at jfeldman@btfiloh.org or 410-413-2312. 

 
Emergency Communications 
 
In the event of an unscheduled school closing or other event requiring emergency communication with members of 
our school community, Beth Tfiloh may utilize the following avenues of communication, as appropriate for the 
particular circumstances: 

• Information Hotline: 410-413-2345 
• Website Information Hotline: http://www.BethTfiloh.com/MyBT  
• Parent email: We will use the e-mail address(es) listed in parents' Beth Tfiloh website Profile for these 

messages. It is the responsibility of parents to make sure that their e-mail address is current. Go to 
www.BethTfiloh.com/MyBT, log in, click on "My Profile"; your e-mail address is listed under "Internet 
Information". 

• Radio: WBAL Radio 1090 AM 
• Text messaging: We are implementing a new text message alert system for parents, teachers and students 

in the event of an unscheduled school closing or other event requiring emergency communication with 
members of our school community. Text messages are short messages sent to a mobile phone and are 
limited to approximately 150 characters, depending on the phone carrier. You may or may not be charged 
for the text message by your mobile carrier, depending upon your phone plan. To register your mobile 
phone to receive Text Message alerts from Beth Tfiloh go to www.BethTfiloh.com/Register and follow the 
link for “Text Message Registration”. 

• AlertNow System:  Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community School is a member of the ALERTNOW Rapid 
Notification System. This secure and reliable off-site service enables us to quickly and efficiently launch an 
emergency telephone message to hundreds of parents in our school within literally a few moments. 
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Depending on the nature of the emergency, the service will either call your home phone number or both 
your home and business numbers (as noted on your child’s Emergency Card). We currently anticipate using 
this service only in the event of an emergency requiring immediate contact with our parents, and will 
continue to use our existing Hotlines, WBAL radio and our Emergency Closing Phone Chain for normal 
weather-related closings.  
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Hours of Operation 
 
ARRIVAL PROCEDURES 
 

Students should arrive at 8:15 A.M.  
Instruction begins at 8:30 A.M. 

 
 
• Students arriving between 7:45 and 8:15 A.M. are to report to the Zimmerman Multi-Purpose 

Room for supervision. 
  
• Students will be permitted to enter their classrooms at 8:15 A.M.   
• Students arriving after 8:15 A.M. will enter through the main entrance and report directly to their 

classrooms. 
• Students are expected to be in their seats ready for instruction by 8:30A.M. 
• Students arriving after 8:30 A.M. will report to the office for tardy sign-in. 

 
DISMISSAL PROCEDURES  
 

• Dismissal time is 3:45 P.M. (Monday – Thursday) 
• Friday dismissal is 2:00 P.M. ALL YEAR LONG 
• Students are called by their carpool numbers and will exit the building via the Lower School 

entrance for carpool pick-up. 
• Students riding school buses will report directly to the designated bus loading classroom and will 

be supervised by staff. 
• If, in an emergency, a parent is unable to meet a child at dismissal time and will be late, please 

notify the office immediately so that the child may be supervised by a staff member until a parent 
arrives.  

• Please refrain from cell phone conversation when picking up your child.  He or she deserves your 
full attention at the end of the day. 

 
BT Plus After School Care 
„BT Plus‰ After-School Activities and Extended Day Program is an exciting opportunity for BT Students to 
explore and expand new horizons after school with their BT friends and excellent staff. 

„BT Plus‰ offers a choice of After-School Activities (from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.) or a comprehensive Extended Day 
Program including supervision and/or activities until 6 p.m. on regular school days (3 p.m. on Fridays). The 
Extended Day Program will begin the first day of school, August 26th.  After-School Activities will begin the week 
of October 4th.  There will be a fall semester, winter semester and spring mini semester for the After-School 
Activities. 

The fee for the Extended Day Program includes the price of the After-School Activities. Flexible enrollment options 
enable you to register your child for as many days as you wish. Participation in „BT Plus‰ is only available by pre-
registration.   For further information, please contact Cherie Brownstein at 410-413-2220 or 
csbrownstein@btfiloh.org. 
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Inclement Weather 
 

If we find it necessary to delay the opening or close school because of inclement weather (snow, ice, etc.), 
information will be announced on the Beth Tfiloh Weather Hotline number: 410-413-2345 and posted on our 
website.  In addition, you may tune in to Radio Station WBAL, 6:30 A.M. to 8:20 A.M.  
 
Policy on Late Openings 
 

Please make note of the times that supervision will begin on days when there is a late opening: 
 
When school begins at 9:30 (one hour late), supervision begins at 8:30 A.M. 
 
When school begins at 10:30 (two hours late), supervision begins at 9:30 A.M. 
 

Students are supervised in the Zimmerman Multi-Purpose Room 
 
 Please walk your children into school to assure their safety. Keep in mind that, 
unfortunately, we cannot assure adult supervision before any of the above stated times.    
 
 
Transportation Department   
 

Transportation services for the 2010-2011 school year are being offered to our students to and from the school.  
Based on the parent responses to the bus sign-up/information forms, the school’s transportation department has 
determined the safest bus stops and most efficient bus routes for the majority of our interested families. 
 

Allison Magat is the school’s Transportation Consultant.  Her extension is 410-486-1900, ext. 242.  The 
Transportation hotline number is 410-486-1900, menu option 6 then 5. 
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A Guide to Safer Rides 
 

Car Safety Tips 
 

♦ Do not leave a child in a car with the keys in the ignition or with the motor running. 
♦ A carpool should be no larger than the number of usable seatbelts in the smallest car. 
♦ A child younger than six years and who weighs forty pounds or less must be secured in a federally-

approved safety seat according to the safety seat and vehicle manufacturer’s instructions. 
♦ A child needs to be in a booster seat if they weigh between 60-80 pounds and are less than 4 feet nine 

inches tall. 
♦ Choose responsible drivers with well-maintained vehicles and a concern for safety. 
♦ Keep doors locked and windows open only slightly and keep sharp or heavy objects in the trunk or on the 

floor. 

 
Medical Information 
A nurse is available from 8:15 A.M. to 3:45 P. M. in the Health Suite. In the event of an emergency, the nurse is 
contacted immediately and it is she who makes the decisions about appropriate plans of action. For the safety and 
well being of all children and staff, it is Beth Tfiloh's policy that parents notify the nurse when a child is on 
medication. 
 

The Baltimore County Health Department dictates that the school is not permitted to administer any medication 
without written consent from a physician. In addition, no student is permitted to self-administer medication. 
 

Approved non-prescription medications will be made available, with written parental consent, in an effort to 
relieve minor discomforts which impede student learning. 
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Minimum Vaccine Requirements 
Updated for the 2010-2011 School Year 
 
The Baltimore County Department of Health requires that all students from Preschool through Grade 4 must have a 
full immunization program and records of immunization filled out by your physician and must be kept on file in the 
school office.  It’s essential that this information be submitted to the office no later than the second week of school.  
Following are the required immunizations: 
 

 

VACCINE TYPE COMPLETE IMMUNIZATION STATUS 

HiB ............................................1 dose after 12 months of age for students 12-59 months old if enrolled in a pre-
school program 

Pneumococcal ............................1 dose for students 24-59 months old if enrolled in a pre-school program. 

Diphtheria/Tetanus ....................4 dosed for students less than seven years of age;  3 doses for students seven years 
of age and older. 

Pertusis.......................................4 doses for students less than seven years of age. 

Polio (Oral and/or Injectable) ...........3 doses for students less than 18 years of age; no doses required for students 18 
years of age or older.  Proof of immunity by blood test is acceptable in place of 
polio vaccine history. 

Measles (Rubeola) .....................1 dose of live virus vaccine on or after the first birthday for students enrolled in a 
pre-school program; 2 doses of live virus vaccine, on or after the first birthday and 
at least 30 days apart, for all students in kindergarten through 12th grade.  Proof of 
immunity by blood test is acceptable in place of measles vaccine history. 

Rubella/Mumps..........................1 dose of live virus vaccine, on or after the first birthday, for enrolled in a pre-
school program; 1 dose of live virus vaccine, on or after the first birthday, for all 
students in kindergarten through 12th grade.  Proof of immunity by blood test is 
acceptable in place of rubella vaccine history. 

Varicella.....................................1 dose of live virus vaccine on or after the first birthday, if received the 1st 
vaccination prior to age 13, for students enrolled in a pre-school program, 
kindergarten through 10th grade.  2 doses of live virus vaccine, at least 30 days 
apart, required for all students who receive the 1st vaccination at age 13 years or 
older.  Proof of immunity by blood test; or documentation of varicella disease 
history by a physician or health department official with the month and year of 
illness is acceptable in place of varicella vaccine. 

Hepatitis B .................................3 doses for students enrolled in a pre-school program, kindergarten through 10th 
grade. 

Note: All immunizations given within 4 days of the minimum age/spacing guidelines are considered valid. 
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Assessment 
 
GENERAL 
 

Teachers will utilize a variety of assessment instruments which may be standardized or informal to determine or to 
adapt the appropriate learning environment for individual needs. Examples of these assessments might be checklists 
of developmental milestones which can include speech, language and/or motor skills, Informal Reading 
Inventories, ERB (Educational Records Bureau) CTP 4, DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy 
Skills), and/or Kriyah (Hebrew Reading) scan. This list is not all inclusive. Results may or may not be shared with 
parents depending on the objective of assessment utilization. 
 
HEARING AND VISION 
 

Hearing and vision testing of children in selected grades will be administered by a technician under the auspices of 
the Baltimore County Health Department and the Maryland Society for Sight.  

 
School Store 

 
Beth Tfiloh provides a school store for the convenience of its students. It will be open during the school year at 
designated times.  The school store is located next to the Upper School Health Suite, to the left of the ramp leading 
to the Health Suite between the Middle School and the High School.  Hours for the Book Store are Monday through 
Thursday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm and on Friday from 8:00 am to 2:30 pm.  At other times, orders can be placed 
by calling the bookstore at (410) 486-1900 ext. 418. 
 

Show your Beth Tfiloh spirit - Patronize the school store! 
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Lunch, Food in School and Kashrut    kfut 
 

Lunch   ohrvm ,jurt 
 

Every moment of the school day at BT is an educational opportunity.  Lunch time and snack time are perfect 
occasions to teach our children about community, etiquette and Jewish values.  
 

We consider proper decorum to be appropriate at lunch time.  Eating should be a pleasant social experience.  
We expect our students to eat in a decorous manner and to clean up their places at the table after lunch. 
 

Students will have a choice to either purchase a nutritious meal from the school lunch program or to bring a 
lunch from home.  We are happy to announce that lunch will be offered Monday through Thursday by Beth 
Tfiloh’s in-house catering department.  Chef Gershon Topas will be providing nutritious and well-balanced 
lunches for purchase during the school year.  These lunches can be ordered online monthly, ordering will begin 
around the 15th of each month and will close to any new orders around the 25th of each month.  Parent volunteers 
are critical to the success of our lunch program and is a popular way for parents to get involved.  If you are 
interested, please call the office. 
 

When packing lunch from home, BT encourages parents to give their children a well-balanced lunch 
containing nutritious foods they will enjoy.  We also understand that lunches have been carefully prepared 
according to family nutritional preferences and needs (i.e. allergies, etc.).  We therefore discourage trading or 
sharing lunches or snacks with classmates.   
 

Lunches do not have to be only sandwiches.  Wide-mouthed insulated containers are available at discount and 
drug stores.  These can be used to send a variety of good things for lunch.  Most foods can be put in the freezer 
the night before to chill substantially.  The following ideas and suggestions are for good nutritious lunches:  
 

• Dairy products (e.g. cheeses, cream cheese, cottage cheese, yogurt) 
• Eggs or egg salad 
• Tuna salad  
• Salmon (smoked or regular) 
• Jams and jellies 
• All vegetables and fruits, coleslaw or salad  
• Water or juices 
• Fresh fruit with yogurt or cottage cheese and a fruit muffin or bread 
• Bagel with lox and cream cheese or peanut butter and jelly, tomato slices, celery/carrot sticks, and fruit 

 
Students are not to bring “Lunchables” or any other items that have no Kashrut certification.  These items are 
unacceptable under our Kashrut policy. 
 
Precautions are taken for children with Peanut allergies.  
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Kashrut   ,uraf 
 

Lunches brought from home must be Kosher - dairy or pareve only. (Pareve is a category of foods that is 
neither meat nor dairy; examples are vegetables, grains, fruits, juice, rice, fish).  Students may not bring meat or 
poultry products into school.   
 

Class-wide Celebrations   

Kashrut is an important concept of Judaism that is taught at Beth Tfiloh. It is approached with sensitivity, 
especially because there are so many different levels of Kashrut observance represented among the Beth Tfiloh 
school population. Our goal at Beth Tfiloh is to ensure that every child, whatever his/her background, be 
comfortable at our school and feel an important part of the Beth Tfiloh family. 
 

All snacks or cakes brought in to school for parties, special activities or celebrations must have Kosher 
certification. A Kosher symbol indicates that the food has been certified by a reliable rabbinic agency. 
 Packaged goods with the following Kosher symbols are permissible.  “D” next to any of the symbols indicates 
that the item is dairy:   

                                                          
 

If you want to bring dairy food items, they must be served either in the morning before lunch or on a day where 
our hot lunch is dairy.  Dairy lunches are served on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  All foods served after lunch on a 
meat hot lunch day must be pareve.   
 

Baked goods from the following bakeries and companies are dairy:  
• Dunkin Donuts (Reisterstown Road and Colonial Village)* 
• Dunkin Donuts (Reisterstown Road and Old Court Road)* 
*These locations are the only kosher locations of these shops in the area. 
• Entenmann’s 

 

Pareve cakes and baked goods can be purchased at the following bakeries:  
• Goldman’s – 6848 Reisterstown Road (Fallstaff Shopping Center)  (410)358-9625 
• Schmell & Azman’s – 7006 Reisterstown Road  (410)484-7343 
• Pariser’s – 6711 Reisterstown Road  (410)764-1700 
• Sion’s – 302 Reisterstown Road  (443)548-0372 
• Seven Mile Market – 4000 Seven Mile Lane  (410)653-2000 

 

Please be advised that manufacturers can put a regular “K” on any food without having rabbinic supervision 
that the food is Kosher.  If you have a question about a particular product or about any other Kosher symbol, 
please call the Lower School office. 
 
*Most Baskin Robbins products are under this supervision.  See sign at stores for details. 
 
 

* 
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Birthday Parties 
 

No one wants to feel left out or different.  Just as one would never offer a food to which a child is allergic in 
fear of hurting his or her health or feelings, please be as inclusive as possible and sensitive to varying religious 
practices by using the school kashrut guidelines(see page 22) as a guide when arranging home parties.   

In this light, we also ask that you not schedule birthday parties on Shabbat and/or Yom Tovim. (Please see the 
Beth Tfiloh calendar for dates of Yom Tovim for this year.)  Shabbat and holidays begin at sunset the preceding 
night, with the exception of the Fasts of Esther, Gedalia, Tevet and Tammuz which take place from sunrise to 
sunset on the designated day. 

Parties should not be scheduled on Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, the first two days of Sukkot, Shemini 
Atzeret, Simchat Torah, the first two and last two days of Pesach, Yom Hashoah, Shavuot and the fast days 
mentioned above. 

Parties may be held during the intermediate days of Sukkot and Pesach (chol hamoed), Chanukah, Tu 
B’Shevat, Yom Ha’atzmaut, Lag Ba’Omer and Yom Yerushalayim. 
In the spirit of the period of mourning, it is recommended that parties not be held during the three week period 
preceding and including Tisha B’Av.  

In addition, to further convey care for the feelings of others, do not send birthday invitations to school for 
distribution. Please send them in the mail. 

 

**Please see the updated Beth Tfiloh website for more detailed guidelines.** 
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Student Activities                          ohshnk,k ohduj            
 
Lower School Student Council 
 

The Lower School Student Council is comprised of the entire 4th grade. Children serve on committees that 
focus on Mitzvot and Middot. Committees include: Chesed( acts of kindness), Tzedakah( charity), Seder 
Vanikayot( order & neatness), Simcha(Happiness), Hakarat hatov(Thankfulness) and Israel. 
 
Support Services 
 
At Beth Tfiloh, we support and encourage the social-emotional well being of our students.  Mrs. Disney, a 
licensed clinical social worker, provides numerous activities and services for students and their families.  Mrs. 
Disney works with students in the classroom environment, creating activities that help the children recognize 
and practice healthy social skills, positive friendship skills, empathy and compassion. In the spring, fourth grade 
students begin learning about body changes when Mrs. Disney and the school nurse, along with a Judaics 
teacher, discuss puberty in single gender discussion groups.  The fourth graders also have many opportunities to 
prepare for the transition to middle school in the spring when they visit the middle school for a day.  Prior to that 
visit, the middle school administration visits with the fourth grade students to talk about life as a fifth grader, 
and Mrs. Disney focuses her classroom sessions on specific tips that allow a comfortable transition from Lower 
School to Middle School. 
 
Safety Patrol 
 

The Fourth Grade Safety Patrol iujyhc ,muce is organized to both provide students with leadership and team 
skills, and, at the same time, make dismissal safer for all students.  Additionally, participants help in presenting 
the flags as members of the Honor Guard for school wide assemblies.  The program is sponsored by Mid-
Atlantic AAA who provides fluorescent belts and badges and also incentives for student members. 
 

Youth Activities 
 

We have added a very exciting component to enhance the Shul/School link by offering Family Shabbat 
Services, Shabbaton Programs and other family oriented activities throughout the year.  
 

These programs are under the supervisions of our Youth Office.  This year, we have created a year-long 
calendar for your convenience (see next page).  Feel more than welcome to join us for these activities. 
 

Special Programs 
 

We are proud of the learning atmosphere at Beth Tfiloh School. We like to share special days such as the 
Kindergarten Follies, Siddur, Chumash, Midot and Family Shabbat Programs as well as other occasions with our 
parents.  You will receive ample notification of these programs during the course of the year. It is not advisable 
to bring small children who may be disruptive to the programs, since our students and teachers work hard to 
make the programs a success. Please do bring grandparents or relatives who will enjoy seeing the spirit of the 
children at our school.  
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AIMS Code of Ethics 
 

AIMS 
 CODE OF ETHICS 

 
ADMISSIONS 
 
1.    A school will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, or national or ethnic origin in the 
       administration of its admission policies.* 
 
2. A school will not initiate a conversation with a student or family known to be enrolled at another AIMS school for the   
        intended purpose of recruiting that student from another member school.   
        
 
3.    A school recognizes the right of its students or families to visit and consider other schools without 
       notifying the present school.  It also recognizes and respects the right of another school to hold 
       preliminary discussions about the possibility of admission. 
 
4.    Upon request and as promptly as possible, a school will send an official copy of a transcript (or its 
       equivalent) and other pertinent information to another school to which a student has applied.*  However, 
       if a transcript or other information is being withheld, the present school will notify the requesting school 
       immediately. 
 
5.    (a)  A school will advise any school requesting a transcript if a family has not met its financial obligations 
       at its present school. 
 
       (b)  A school will not offer an enrollment contract to a student without first receiving an official copy 
       of a transcript (or its equivalent) from the student’s present school.* 
 
6.    A school will not offer an enrollment contract to a student whose family has not made satisfactory 
       arrangements to meet its financial obligations at another school. 
 
7.    A school will take all reasonable and lawful measures to maintain the confidentiality of reports and 
       information exchanged among schools concerning students and parents.* 
 
FINANCIAL AID ADMINISTRATION 
 
Need-based financial aid is the primary means to support access to independent schools by students of diverse socio-economic 
levels.  For this reason, AIMS strongly endorses need-based financial aid and recommends that assistance be granted only on 
the basis of demonstrated financial need. 
 
1.    A school will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, or national or ethnic origin in the  
       administration of its financial aid policies.* 
 
2.    A school that offers merit awards will advise the Association at the start of each academic year. 
       The Association will publish annually a list of all such merit award programs.  For purposes of this Code, 
       merit awards include any amounts granted in excess of demonstrated need. 
 
3.    A school will not use merit awards to “bargain” for a student attending, applying to, or committed 
       to attending another AIMS school. 
 
4.    A school will use a uniform methodology to assess annually, in a consistent and equitable manner, each 
       family’s ability to pay for education.* 
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5.    A school will require adequate documentation of family resources when determining need.* 
 
6.    A school will provide students and families with factual information about its aid opportunities, financing 
       opportunities, policies, and procedures. 
 
7.    A school will use financial aid only as a means to enroll students who match the school’s mission and 
       academic programs.  A school will not make financial awards, whether need-based or merit, to attract a 
       student for whom the school’s philosophy and academic programs are not well suited. 
 
8.    A school will not set different standards of behavior and academic performances for its financial aid 
       recipients.* 
 
9.    A school will refrain from and discourage others within the school community from disclosing the names 
       of financial aid recipients and award amounts.* 
 
10.  A school will safeguard the confidentiality of all financial information supplies by a family.* 
 
 
HIRING OF FACULTY AND STAFF 
 
AIMS expects that school communities will espies a spirit of respect and professionalism between employers and employees. 
 
While many individuals in an AIMS school may participate in the employment process, the Head of School is responsible for 
ensuring that the following standards are met: 

 
1. A school will not take any action intended to encourage an employee of another school, whether a member of  
    AIMS or not, to break a contract 
 
3. A school will ascertain whether the candidate is under contract at another school. 
 
4. A school will recognize the right of an employee to visit and consider employment in another school without notifying the 

employee’s present school. A school will also recognize and respect the right of another school to hold discussions about 
the possibilities of employment without notifying the present school. In both cases, it is understood that the period of 
employment under consideration does not coincide with a period to which the employee is already committed by contract. 

 
5. Prior to entering into an employment contract with an employee of another AIMS school, the school head will notify the 

head of the employee’s present school and will also direct the employee to do so. 
 

6. A school head will not stand in the way of an employee who wished to move to another school after the employee has 
fulfilled all contractual obligations. 

 
PUBLIC INTRGRITY 
 
1.    A school should honor all promises made to its various constituencies and to the general public. 
 
2.    A school will carefully avoid misleading statements about its programs, situation, or status. 
 
 
 
 
*From Principles of Good Practice, by the National Association of Independent Schools 
 

                                                                                                                                                        Board Approved January, 2010  
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AIMS Statement of Confidentiality 
 

As an AIMS (Association of Independent Maryland Schools) member school we agree to abide by the procedures 
and statement expressed below. 

♦ The Family Rights and Privacy Act (Buckley Amendment) does not apply to Admission Folders. 
♦ All information provided on a recommendation form will be held in strictest confidence and will not be 

shared with students, parents or guardians. 
♦ If a student is rejected for admission, the recommendation will be destroyed. 
♦ If a student is admitted and if the school wishes to retain the recommendation, it will be filed separately 

and not added to the student's permanent record folder. 
 

Child Abuse Law 
 

A copy of the Child Abuse Law of the State of Maryland has been distributed to and discussed with all members 
of the staff of Beth Tfiloh School. This is in accordance with Maryland State Department of Education (Article 27, 
Section 35A, Annotated Code of Maryland). 
 

Right of Privacy 
 

Access to and release of pupil's records must be with the written permission of student's parent or legal guardian or 
a student of l8 years of age and over. No records will be transferred without written permission of the student's 
parent or legal guardian or student l8 years of age and over.  Only parents, legal guardian, or students l8 years of 
age and over will have access to the student records. This takes place only in the presence of a School Official. A 
log will be maintained concerning the name of the viewer, date accessed, and a description of the records viewed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




