Middle School - The Student Laptop Program

An Integrated Approach:
All students in the Beth Tfiloh Dahan Middle School are required to have their own laptop computer in school each day.  The laptops are an integral component of every General Studies and Judaic Studies curriculum.  Technology is integrated into the classroom as a tool to enhance the curriculum and to prepare students for the challenges of college as well as the business and professional world.  We believe that in order for technology to be effective at the Middle School level it must be available when and where students need it.  Rather than using valuable class time taking student to a computer lab, students are able to use the laptops within their classrooms, under the direction of their teacher.  Students are able to begin a project at school on their laptops and continue working on it at home or during their free time.  
The Computer Savvy Student:
The faculty in the Middle School teaches computing skills within the context of their curriculum.  For example, a Math class might learn about spreadsheet terminology by producing a vacation budget using Excel.  While teaching the students mathematical concepts, the teacher introduces the concept and value of using spreadsheets in a context that proves meaningful.  A guidebook is available to all Middle School teachers which defines the technological skills that should be integrated into every curriculum.  This ensures that students in the Beth Tfiloh Student Laptop Program will leave our Middle School with a sound foundation in technology.  Hopefully, they will continue to build on these skills as they use technological resources throughout their High School years and beyond.
The Technology Center:
The Beth Tfiloh Technology Center is a full service computer repair and maintenance facility.  Our full-time staff is available to all students who need assistance with their laptops.  We have certified technicians who will diagnose and either repair, or facilitate the repair, of student laptops.  Beth Tfiloh maintains a pool of loaner laptops to lend to students whose computers are being repaired.

The Technology Committee:

The Technology Steering Committee consists of students, teachers and parents.  The committee meets to continually evaluate the goals and impact of the Technology Program.  Drawing on the experiences and wisdom of our user community as well as our parent professionals, we will address problems or issues in an effort to strengthen the Student Laptop Program and to ensure that it is fulfilling its goals and serving the needs of both staff and students.

Technology Mission Statement:

“Our mission is to instill in the Beth Tfiloh community the desire to become life long learners and to furnish them with the skills necessary to integrate technology into their daily lives. “
A Blue Ribbon Technology School:

Beth Tfiloh was one of 12 schools nationwide to receive the 2001 National U.S. Department of Education "Blue Ribbon Award"- Special Emphasis Award for Educational Technology

See the press release from Senator Paul Sarbanes: http://www.btfiloh.org/sarbanes.html
